BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BEOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Revacation )
3 ORDER OF
or Suspension of the Educator )
Y SUMMARY SUSPENSION
Certif cate of Dwight D, Lawing, b
}
Cortlif'cate 169120 3

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Caroling State Board of Educalion {State Boesrd) considered this
matter on November 14, 2007, In accordance with 5.C. Code &nn. § 1-23-3700¢)
(2005%), the State Department of Education (Cepartment) requestad that the Stale
Bozrd sumrmarly susperd the sducator certificate of Dwight D, Lawing, certifcate
16%120, as a result of his amest on Movember 1, 2007, in Marlboro County, South
Carcling.  Mr. Lawing was charged with one count of Crimnal Sexual Conducsz with
& Minor under the Age of Swteen (second degree) and one count of Disscminating
Harmful Material to Minors, The Departmen: has reason to belove that, due Lo Lhe
serious nature of the allegations of misconduct against him, Mr. Lawing soses a3
threat to the public health, safety, or weltare of students. After cossidering the
avidence presented by the Department, the State Bozrd woted Lo summarily
susperd Mr. Lawing's cerlificate untbl a due procoss hearing 15 helel andfor this
matter is otherwise resolved. The Department is directed to serve notice on Mr.
Lawing of the summary suspension, as well as the possible suspension o

revocation of his educator certificale,

FINDIMNGS OF FACT

Mr. Lawing holds a professional Scuth Caroling educator certiticate and has
fifteen years of teaching oxperience. He is a resident of Bennettswille, Soulh
Carclina. Mr. Lawing has been employed as a band teacher al Wallace

Elementary/Middle School 0 Wallace, South Carolina.  He was on mecical |zave
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arior to his arrest, QO Movember 1, 2007, Mr. Lawing was arrested in Marlhoro
Caunty, South Cargling, and charged with one count of Criminal Sexual Conduct
with o Minor under the Age of Sikteen (secend degrec) and ore count of
Disseminaling Harmiul Material te Minors. It is alleged that Mr. lawing engaged in
crimnal sexual corduct with a fifteen year old minar and furnished a mnor with
pornographic material. As a result of these allegations and subsequent arrest, the
State Board finds Mr. Lawing poses a threat to the public health, safzty and welfare
of students and others and that emergency ackion is required.

COMNCLUSIONS OF LAW

"The South Carolina Board of Education may, for just cause, either revoke or
suspend the certficate of any person.” 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-150 {2004}, Just
cause includes unprofessional conduckt, immorelity, crime against the law of this
State or the United States, eny conduct invelving moral turpitude and evident
Jnfitngss for position for which employed. S.C. Code Ann, § 59-25-160 {20047; 24
5.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-58 (Supp. 2006). In accordance with 5.0, Code Ann. § 1-
23-370(c)y [(2005), “I7 the agency finds that public health, safety or welfare
imperatively requires emergency action, and incorporates a finding to that offoct in
its order, summary suspenslon of a license may be ordered pending proceecings for
revocation ar obhar acticn.” The State Board finds that emergensy acbion is required
as there is reason to belisve thet Mr. Lawing poscs a threal Lo Lhe public health,
safery 2nd welfare of students and cthers. Accordingly, the State Board summarily
suspends Mr, Lawing's educator certificate until & due process hearirg is held

andfor this matter is otherwise resolvod,
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